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Assessment of spill incident of the B. anthracis vaccine strain (Sterne)

LTRSS

At approximately 1615 on 17 March 2008, Dr. Bruce Ivins reported a small spill of a
bacterial cell preparation of the Sterne veterinary vaccine strain (anthrax). He stated that
he was preparing Sterne spores in the BSL-2 suite BS (room 504) when a centrifuge
bottle containing the material tipped over inside the Biological Safety cabinet and
approximately 5 ml of solution spilled out of the cabinet and fell onto Dr. Ivins’s
trousers. This happened at approximately 1455. He was wearing a laboratory coat;
however, while seated at the cabinet the coat did not over the portion of his trousers that
came into contact with the solution. Dr. Ivins stated he cleaned the surface of the cabinet
and the floor where the contamination occurred. He then walked home, removed his
trousers and washed them with 3 cups of bleach on the hot water cycle. No additional
clothing was in the washing machine. He subsequently dried the pants on the “hot” dryer
cycle. Dr. lvins then returned to USAMRIID where he notified the suite supervisor RN

the Division Chief his immediate supervisor
- This anthrax vaccine strain (Sterne) is not a select agent (there are
no select agents In suite B5). It is a live vaccine strain used for vaccination of livestock

around the world.

- “were not available in the Safety office at approximately
1645 on 17 March 2008. Therefore, ‘dﬂoreponed

the incident to USAMRIID Deputy Commander

Supervisor accident analysis
It is likely that the centrifuge bottle was located too close to the BSC opening.

Although the sample was a vaccine strain of B. anthracis, it is our opinion that Dr. [vins
should have reported this spill, although minor, immediately to the suite supervisor and
his supervisor.

Follow up
Bacteriology Division follow-ups to this event to date:

N
As per a request by the Safety Office, surveillance of the area was conducted; a

few colonies were found in BtS but no organisms resembling B. anthracis Sterne
have been observed outside of suite BS. [t should be noted that since there are no
select agents used in this suite, there is no need and we do not routinely survey
this area. If these isolatcs are indeed Sterne (as opposed to environmental isolates
resembling B. anihracis), they may gave been present for some time. We will
perform any additional surveillance requested by the USAMRIID Safety Office.

2. Spill response refresher training will be conducted with the division as a whole.



