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“I remember he was a good motiva-
tor,” said Karin Treese Bauer, who
played for Krivos during his first four
years at TJ. “At that time, we didn’t have
a lot of basketball talent. As the four
years went on, we got better and better.”

So did Krivos, who had his own
learning curve to deal with.

“I was probably not the greatest
coach in the world,” he said. “I was like a
lot of fans now. I could tell you what you
were doing wrong. But I probably didn’t
do a great job coming up with solutions.
I think in the past 10 years, that’s where
I’ve grown as a basketball coach.”

To find solutions, Krivos wasn’t shy
about picking the brains of other coaches,
including a highly regarded one he
worked with at TJ. Krivos soaked up all he
could from TJ’s legendary boys coach
Tom Dickman, who won seven state titles.

One time, Krivos spotted notes Dick-
man threw away.

“I said to him, ‘Coach, are you going
to do anything with these?” Krivos said.
“He’s like, ‘No, I was just jotting some
stuff down.’ I said, ‘Well, all right, I’m

going to take those.’ So I took them
right out of his trash can.”

At Urbana, Krivos’ quest for ideas
sent him to boys coach Terry Connolly.
Krivos learned offensive schemes from
Connolly, whose boys team also made
this year’s state tournament.

“I am not afraid to steal good stuff
from people,” Krivos said.

SUCCESS AT URBANA
Coming to Urbana when it opened in

1995, Krivos started building with a
team that had nothing but freshmen.
When the Hawks first had seniors in
1998-99, they reached the state champi-
onship game, falling to Parkside, 60-59.

Despite losing, the Hawks had arrived
on the state scene, but Krivos was depart-
ing. After that season, he resigned
because he took a job as assistant princi-
pal at Middletown High School. Betsy
Reinert replaced Krivos, guiding the
Hawks back to the state title game in 2001.

The Hawks were in good hands, but
Krivos missed the sidelines.

“It was miserable,” Krivos said. “I
loved the kids at Middletown, I loved
going to the games and supporting them

as an administrator. But I did miss coach-
ing. I missed the adrenaline rush I get
from it.”

He’d experience that rush again.
When Reinert resigned after the 2000-01
season, Krivos was hired back as
Urbana’s coach. He guided the Hawks to
regional titles in 2002, 2003, 2006 and this
year.

He’s constantly mulling over basket-
ball in his head. When Krivos is a spec-
tator, he finds himself thinking “What
would I do?” during certain situations.
And he reviews his own team’s games
to see what could’ve been done better
— even after wins.

“He’s so well-prepared as a coach. He
gets his game plan and sticks to it and
emphasizes it throughout the week,” said
Jessica Mills, an Urbana assistant coach
who used to play for Krivos. “When I was
playing, there was never a time I stepped
out on the floor when I didn’t think we
could win a game, and part of that is the
preparation he puts in it.”

Krivos said he’s benefited from col-
laborating with assistants like Larry
Goines, Mills and Katie Armentrout.
They sit next to the energetic Krivos on

the sideline, where he chomps gum,
watches closely and yells out plays.

“He’s so animated and into it, and it
really does rub off on everybody,” said
Armentrout, who also played for Krivos.

Kendall Gysin didn’t know what to
make of Krivos when she started play-
ing for him in 2001.

“A really intense guy. A little intimi-
dating. He’s a big guy,” Gysin said. “He
was super competitive and I was, too. I
think we butted heads at first, but I
learned to love him.”

At Urbana, Gysin starred in
lacrosse, and she said Krivos helped her
get a scholarship in that sport to Ohio
State. Living in Denver these days, she
still keeps in touch with Krivos.

THE END OF THE ROAD
As Oakdale High’s first athletic

director, Krivos will oversee the devel-
opment of a new athletic program.
Being at Urbana when it opened, he can
draw on the experience of watching
that school’s first athletic director,
Kevin McMullen, start an athletics pro-
gram from scratch.

Still, how will Krivos cope with not

being on the sidelines again?
“I think the difference now is, I’m

going to be an athletic administrator,”
Krivos said. “So I’m going to get goose-
bumps when our field hockey team
scores goals and when there are kills by
the volleyball team and when we score
our first touchdown.”

But first, he hopes to help the
Hawks win their first state title. As
usual, he’s been preparing diligently.

Like most of Krivos’ teams at
Urbana, this one thrives on defensive
pressure. The Hawks have pesky
guards like Cara Mason and Mari
Kordell, a productive post player in
Kristen Juenger and senior leaders like
Veronica Krivos.

The Hawks reached the state semifi-
nals after falling short last year, when
they suffered their first loss of the sea-
son in the regional championship game
to Paint Branch.

“I would be so happy to win it with
him,” Veronica said. “I think it meant a lot
to him just to win (the regional champi-
onship game). He would love to win the
state championship, obviously. But I think
he’s so proud of how far we’ve come.”

Krivos


